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SUBJECT: U.S. CUSTOMS 

1. ON SEPTEMBER 5, 1974, KITTI YINDEEPHOL, A THAI STUDENT 
RETURNING TO STUDIES IN THE U.S. ENCOUNTERED DIFFICULTIES 
WITH U.S. CUSTOMS AT HONOLULU AND WAS FOUND IN VIOLATION OF 
SECTION 497 OF THE TARIFF ACT OF 1930 FOR FAILURE TO DECLARE 
CERTAIN ARTICLES FOR PERSONAL USE AND CERTAIN GIFT ITEMS. 
ACCORDING TO KITTI'S FATHER, ARTICLES WERE CONFISCATED AND 
SUBJECT FINED $600. SUBJECT ALLOWED SIXTY DAYS FROM SEPTEMBER 5 
TO FILE PETITION FOR RELIEF FROM FORFEITURE AND PENALTY. 

SUBJECT’S U.S. ADDRESS IS 2000 CRYSTAL SPRING ROAD NO. 3517, 

SAN BRUNO, CALIFORNIA. 

2. KITTI IS SON OF BOONSERM YINDEEPHOL, CHIEF THAI CUSTOMS 
INSPECTOR AT BANGKOK'S DON MUANG AIRPORT. FATHER INFORMED 
EMBASSY SON IS AWARE IMPORTANCE CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND FAILED 
DECLARE ITEMS ONLY BECAUSE HE BELIEVED THEM SMALL GIFT ITEMS 
AND OLD, USED PERSONAL ARTICLES. THROUGH INFORMAL CHANNELS, 
FATHER ASKED EMBASSY ASSISTANCE TO RESOLVE MATTER, CLEAR 

SON’S NAME WITH U.S. CUSTOMS, OBTAIN RELEASE OF ARTICLES AND 
HOPEFULLY REMITTANCE OF ALL OR PART OF FINE. 

3. EMBASSY HAS BENEFITTED CONSIDERABLY FROM KIND OFFICES OF 
BOONSERM YINDEEPHOL AT AIRPORT IN CUSTOMS CLEARANCES FOR 
USG/CIVILIAN AND MILITARY PERSONNEL ENTERING THAILAND, MANY 
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SPECIAL TREATMENT. MANY OUR OWN PERSONNEL ALSO ARRIVE EQUALLY 
OBTUSE AS TO CUSTOMS DECLARATIONS AND THAI CUSTOMS LAWS. 

WITHOUT EXCEPTION, THAI CUSTOMS OFFICERS AT AIRPORT HAVE BEEN 
UNDERSTANDING AND HELPFUL TO U.S. PERSONNEL. 

4. IN ORDER TO MAINTAIN THIS ESSENTIAL COOPERATION BETWEEN 
EMB AND THAI CUSTOMS, I HOPE DEPARTMENT WILL URGE U.S. CUSTOMS 
TO EXTEND ALL POSSIBLE ASSISTANCE TO KITTI YINDEEPHOL AND TO 
CONSIDER THE SPECIAL CIRCUMSTANCES IN THIS CASE. WE WILL BE 

IN AN EXTREMELY AWKWARD POSITION WITH THAI CUSTOMS AT THE 
AIRPORT IF KITTI'S FATHER FEELS WE HAVE TREATED HIS SON 
UNNECESSARILY SEVERELY AND IF USG IS NOT WILLING TO PROVIDE 
RELIEF. 

5. I WOULD APPRECIATE A REPORT ON THIS CASE AS SOON AS 
POSSIBLE. 
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